
NOTES FROM OCTOBER 26 
COMMUNITY FORUM MEETING

Museum of Natural History
Kari Astle and Patti Carpenter

During the months of November and
December the Utah Museum of Natural
History and Red Butte Garden and Arboretum
will be conducting joint programming sessions
to study the possible building spaces that may
be shared.  A joint parking study is nearing
completion.  This study analyzed the needs
and patterns of usage of the two institutions to
see if there was some overlap between them
with the potential to reduce the total number
of parking spaces needed.  Both of these stud-
ies are being done to determine if there can be
a savings of land use as well as a financial sav-
ings.

Also ongoing in the Museum’s planning is the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).  The
initial public scoping period is complete and
the consultant team is currently undertaking
several studies to determine the environmental
impact of the new building.  Those studies
include:  

• Vegetation and Wildlife
• Recreation and Trail Use
• Open Space, Visual Quality, and Aesthetics
• Traffic, Transportation & Parking
• Socioeconomics/Cultural & Education
• Air Quality
• Soils, Geological and Seismic Concerns
• Surface and Groundwater Quality and 

Management
• Hazardous Materials
• Archaeological, Cultural, Historic, and 

Paleontological Resources
• Building/Site Design

A Draft EIS should be complete in late
February with a second public scoping period
to follow.  

The Museum has a mailing list of 2,000 who
have been notified of this process. The mailing
is sent to federal, state, and local agencies and
governments with an interest or jurisdiction.
Others included in the mailing:

• Appropriate elected officials – including the 
Governor, the Congressional Delegation, the 
mayors of Salt Lake City and Salt Lake County
• Tribal interests 
• Organizations and interest groups
• Community Councils
• University neighbors
• Museum members
• Environmental organizations – Save Our 

Canyons, Sierra Club
• Friends of Red Butte Garden
• Utah Open Lands 
• Others
• Research Park tenants 
• Red Butte Garden and Arboretum members
• UTA
• Public utilities
• Pipeline companies
• Shoreline Trail – Bonneville Trails Association
• Individuals known to have a potential interest
• All persons, agencies, or organizations that 

provided comments and their addresses during 
EA scoping

Ongoing planning for the new building will con-
tinue.  The exhibit design firm (RAA) is current-
ly meeting with working groups comprised of
“experts” from both on and off campus to 
develop the content of the exhibits.  

Design will continue through Spring of 2007,
with a potential construction completion in Fall
of 2009.   

Construction Update
Eric Browning, Facilities Planning

• Old Dormitories: Van Cott and Ballif under-
went asbestos abatement. The demolition of Van
Cott is complete and Ballif will be next. The
fencing for demolition surrounds the building.
Parking areas adjacent to the sites will remain
operational. The area will likely be used as tem-
porary parking for the graduation ceremonies in
Spring of 2006. The future of the site is marked
for academic expansion. 
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NEXT COMMUNITY
FORUM MEETING: 

Annual 
Public Meeting

Wednesday, Jan. 25, 5 p.m.

V. Randall Turpin University Services

Building, 1795 E. South Campus Drive,

just west of the Jon M. Huntsman Center.

Free parking is available in the lot south of

the building, except for the red meters.

If you have an agenda item, questions 

or comments, please contact Teri 

Erick in The University of Utah Public

Relations Office at 585-9244.

Community Forum meetings for

neighbors of the U and the University

community are held the fourth

Wednesday of each month (except

November and December) at 5:00

p.m. in Room 241, V. Randall Turpin

University Services Building. For

more information or to be added to or

deleted from our mailing list, call

585-9244.

NOTES FROM MARCH 27  
COMMUNITY FORUM MEETING 

Welcome and Introductions
Coralie Alder, Executive Director, University Public Relations 

Coralie welcomed everyone and thanked them for their 
participation. She said that several neighbors had called 
to request a discussion item. In response, representa-
tives from ARUP and This Is The Place Heritage Park 
(Heritage Park) were invited to discuss a proposal to 
build a new ARUP building on park property.   

ARUP and This Is The Place Heritage Park 
Ronald Weiss, M.D., President, ARUP    
David Jackson, ARUP

Coralie introduced Ron Weiss and David Jackson 
from ARUP and mentioned that a representative 
from Heritage Park was unable to attend at the last 
minute. During the discussion, a neighbor said that 
this issue has received media attention, including a 
Salt Lake Tribune editorial and a story on KSL TV. 
He also said there are several groups, including 
ones in Provo and St. George, and the Yalecrest, 
Emigration and East Bench community councils that 
oppose this plan. He said this is a significant issue 
to many in the community. 

Their concerns include:

 1. The loss of open space.

 2. Losing the integrity of Heritage Park 

 3.  Building within 900 feet of the original home of 

Brigham Young.

 4.  View impacts, both looking up the canyon and 
looking down at the valley.

 5.  The heritage of the land itself. It is a nationally 
historic site and the “end of the trail.”  

Weiss stated that ARUP is quickly outgrowing its space. 
ARUP understands the concerns of neighbors and wants 
to be sensitive to skylines and site impacts. Their goals 
are to expand their laboratories and maintain a high level 
of quality and to keep all testing labs in one complex. 
While looking at options around Research Park, ARUP 
and the University administration were approached by 
the state Heritage Park Foundation to see if they were 
interested in leasing space in the Park. It seemed to be a 
feasible option, but no decisions have been made.

Neighbors offered possible alternatives and pointed out 
the “for lease” signs in Research Park. They asked 
Heritage Park and ARUP to look closely at these and other 
options for at least a year before making their final decision.

One neighbor mentioned that if ARUP wants to be 
centralized and have more control over the laboratories, 
it would make more sense to be closer to the hospital. 
Another neighbor spoke about the origins of Heritage Park. 
The community, legislature, and other foundations in the 
Valley tried for 40 years to get a park in that location and it 
was not easy. The land was originally condemned and was 
not intended to be commercial or residential property. The 
intent of the legislature was that it would become a park 
or state park property. This land (originally 35 acres) was 
initially part of the University of Utah campus. The U transferred 
the land to This Is The Place Heritage Park in 1968.

The State Division of Parks is hosting a public meeting 
April 19 at their offices. Their board will meet the 
following day (April 20) to make their recommendation.

NEXT COMMUNITY 
FORUM MEETING:

Tuesday, 
May 22, 5 p.m.

Bldg. 540 Arapeen 
in Research Park

If you have an agenda 

item, questions or com-

ments, please contact 

Kate Stone in the University 

of Utah Public Relations 

office at 585-9244. 

April, 2007  

Community Forum meetings for 

neighbors of the U and the University 

community will be held May 22, 

August 28 and October 23 at 5:00 

p.m. in Building 540 Arapeen in 

Research Park. Parking is avail-

able just west of the building. For 

more information or to be added 

to or deleted from our mailing list, 

call 585-9244.  
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Supercross Dirt 
Norm Chambers, Assistant Vice President, Auxiliary Services

Auxiliary Services is working to find a permanent solution for the temporary 
dirt baseball parking lot where the Supercross dirt is stored. Supercross 
recently contacted the University to discuss the possibility of coming back 
in 2008. Events, like Supercross, are very important because of the funding 
they generate for the stadium. No decisions have been made regarding future 
storage of the dirt, however, Chambers explained that there is no funding 
available at this time to build a permanent parking lot at that location. He will 
provide neighbors with periodic updates at future Community Forum meetings 
and through the newsletter.  

Salt Storage

Norm Chambers, Assistant Vice President, Auxiliary Services 
Cory Higgins, Director, Facilities Management 

At a previous meeting, a neighbor asked if it were feasible for the University 
and Salt Lake City to work together to develop a shared salt storage facility. 
Approximately one year ago, the City and the University’s  Plant Operations 
Department looked into it and determined that it was not feasible. The City 
plans to move ahead this year to set up a salt storage site on its parking 
lot southeast of the Steiner Aquatic Center. For the foreseeable future, The 
University has given the city the okay to use its dirt baseball parking lot to 
access the salt storage site. The City, however, was informed that the current 
configuration is temporary and access through the parking lot may or may not 
be possible once a permanent baseball parking lot is constructed.
 
Campus Master Plan  
Michael G. Perez, Associate Vice President, Facilities Management
Gail Collins, Skidmore Owings and Merrill

Mike Perez introduced the U’s consultant, Gail Collins with Skidmore, Owings 
and Merrill (SOM). The master planning process is currently in the discovery 
phase. SOM is conducting interviews with key campus constituents, including 
the president, vice presidents, stakeholders, deans and students. The campus 

master plan covers all areas of campus, including Research Park. The 
discovery phase is a year-long assignment.  

The U will keep neighbors apprised of the process at future Community Forum 
meetings, but also plans to host a separate community workshop on May 17 at 6 p.m. 
at the University Guesthouse that will just focus on the master plan.

Future Agenda Items  
  •  Stadium noise 
  •  Other?

CAMPUS EVENTS

April 26-28 – Gymnastics: NCAA Championships. For more information go 
to: http://utahutes.cstv.com/sports/w-gym/utah-w-gym-sched.html 

April 27-June 16 – Les Miserables at Simmons Pioneer Theatre. For more 
information go to: http://www.pioneertheatre.org/season/show7.html 

May 2 – University Workshop to discuss the campus master plan,  
in Panorama East, Union Ballroom, 2:30 - 4:30 p.m.

May 4 – University Commencement / Convocation Exercises 

May 11 – College of Law Commencement 

May 19 – Graduation Exercises for School of Medicine 

May 28 – Memorial Day
 
For more events listings go to: http://www.events.utah.edu/.

For a complete list of projects or more specifics, go to  
http://www.facilities.utah.edu/2007_Project_Updates.pdf, or to  
receive a copy in the mail, please contact Kate Stone at 585-9244.

For a Reference Key of Topics discussed at the 
2006 Community Forum meetings,go to  
http://unews.utah.edu/?action=neighbors or  
contact Kate Stone at 585-9244.
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