
NOTES FROM OCTOBER 26 
COMMUNITY FORUM MEETING

Museum of Natural History
Kari Astle and Patti Carpenter

During the months of November and
December the Utah Museum of Natural
History and Red Butte Garden and Arboretum
will be conducting joint programming sessions
to study the possible building spaces that may
be shared.  A joint parking study is nearing
completion.  This study analyzed the needs
and patterns of usage of the two institutions to
see if there was some overlap between them
with the potential to reduce the total number
of parking spaces needed.  Both of these stud-
ies are being done to determine if there can be
a savings of land use as well as a financial sav-
ings.

Also ongoing in the Museum’s planning is the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).  The
initial public scoping period is complete and
the consultant team is currently undertaking
several studies to determine the environmental
impact of the new building.  Those studies
include:  

• Vegetation and Wildlife
• Recreation and Trail Use
• Open Space, Visual Quality, and Aesthetics
• Traffic, Transportation & Parking
• Socioeconomics/Cultural & Education
• Air Quality
• Soils, Geological and Seismic Concerns
• Surface and Groundwater Quality and 

Management
• Hazardous Materials
• Archaeological, Cultural, Historic, and 

Paleontological Resources
• Building/Site Design

A Draft EIS should be complete in late
February with a second public scoping period
to follow.  

The Museum has a mailing list of 2,000 who
have been notified of this process. The mailing
is sent to federal, state, and local agencies and
governments with an interest or jurisdiction.
Others included in the mailing:

• Appropriate elected officials – including the 
Governor, the Congressional Delegation, the 
mayors of Salt Lake City and Salt Lake County
• Tribal interests 
• Organizations and interest groups
• Community Councils
• University neighbors
• Museum members
• Environmental organizations – Save Our 

Canyons, Sierra Club
• Friends of Red Butte Garden
• Utah Open Lands 
• Others
• Research Park tenants 
• Red Butte Garden and Arboretum members
• UTA
• Public utilities
• Pipeline companies
• Shoreline Trail – Bonneville Trails Association
• Individuals known to have a potential interest
• All persons, agencies, or organizations that 

provided comments and their addresses during 
EA scoping

Ongoing planning for the new building will con-
tinue.  The exhibit design firm (RAA) is current-
ly meeting with working groups comprised of
“experts” from both on and off campus to 
develop the content of the exhibits.  

Design will continue through Spring of 2007,
with a potential construction completion in Fall
of 2009.   

Construction Update
Eric Browning, Facilities Planning

• Old Dormitories: Van Cott and Ballif under-
went asbestos abatement. The demolition of Van
Cott is complete and Ballif will be next. The
fencing for demolition surrounds the building.
Parking areas adjacent to the sites will remain
operational. The area will likely be used as tem-
porary parking for the graduation ceremonies in
Spring of 2006. The future of the site is marked
for academic expansion. 
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NEXT COMMUNITY
FORUM MEETING: 

Annual 
Public Meeting

Wednesday, Jan. 25, 5 p.m.

V. Randall Turpin University Services

Building, 1795 E. South Campus Drive,

just west of the Jon M. Huntsman Center.

Free parking is available in the lot south of

the building, except for the red meters.

If you have an agenda item, questions 

or comments, please contact Teri 

Erick in The University of Utah Public

Relations Office at 585-9244.

Community Forum meetings for

neighbors of the U and the University

community are held the fourth

Wednesday of each month (except

November and December) at 5:00

p.m. in Room 241, V. Randall Turpin

University Services Building. For

more information or to be added to or

deleted from our mailing list, call

585-9244.

NOTES FROM May 22  
COMMUNITY FORUM MEETING 

Rocky Mountain Power
Rod Fisher, Regional Manager, Customer & Community 
Relations, Rocky Mountain Power 

Rod Fisher, regional manager of customer and com-
munity relations for Rocky Mountain Power (RMP), 
presented an overview of plans to upgrade existing 
transmission lines and substations to meet the growing 
needs of university neighbors in the McClelland-Emi-
gration area and to improve reliability for substations 
served on this transmission loop. Two options exist for 
RMP: 1) follow through with the existing plan to upgrade 
lines above ground; or 2) move lines underground, 
provided the utility service will not be impaired and the 
city will pick up any extra cost. A recent option of adding 
a third line has been eliminated. 

Above-Ground Plan Details:
	 •  �Upgrade existing double circuit line (estimated cost: 

$2M, to be completed May 2008).
	 •  �Install approximately 43 poles (pole-for-pole 

replacement; approximately 30 wood and 13 steel). 
Wood poles will be slightly larger at base; steel 
poles approximately 5 feet in diameter at base.

	 •  �RMP to acquire 41 aerial easements—15 of which 
have already been obtained—for 8-13 feet behind 
sidewalk in area. 

	 •  �Currently in “holding pattern” until estimate for 
underground proposal is completed and city can 
determine whether it will pay for work. 

Below-Ground Proposal Details:
	 •  �RMP to provide estimate to the city for underground 

circuit work (estimate expected to take two months 
and preliminary figures show roughly $10M differ-
ence in cost from above-ground plan).

	 •  �Some initial concerns are congestion under-
ground from other utilities, engineering  
challenges, and cost.

	 •  �May require five or more large steel termination and 
switching structures at either end and at tap points 
in between.

Neighbors are concerned with the proposed activ-
ity from Rocky Mountain Power. Some feel it would 
devalue the properties where above-ground power lines 
are slated to go and that some neighbors’ yards will be 
taken up by easements. RMP representatives assured 
meeting attendees that, whenever possible, poles will 
remain in park strips and the changes are necessary to 
provide safe, reliable service to customers.

Concerns or questions about this and other Rocky 
Mountain Power projects can be addressed to Rod 
Fisher at rod.fisher@pacificorp.com or (801) 220-4561.

   
Lime Kiln 
Michael G. Perez, Associate Vice President 
Facilities Management

The lime kiln, a stone structure on the hillside 
north of the Block U off Tomahawk Road, sits on 
property donated to the University of Utah. When 
establishing the city, pioneers used the kiln to fire 
and create lime. It is now, however, used in a much 
different way. According to residents and security 
officers, people have been using the area to gather 
and engage in activities that either create debris 
and/or may cause damage. University officials 
have met with a number of area organizations 
(including, but not limited to, The Utah State Historic 
Preservation Office, the LDS Church, This Is The 
Place Heritage Park, City Parks and Recreation, 
Utah State Division of Natural Resources, and 
the U.S. Forest Service) to discuss options for 

NEXT COMMUNITY 
FORUM MEETING:

Tuesday, 
August 28, 5 p.m.

Bldg. 540 Arapeen 
in Research Park

If you have an agenda 

item, questions or com-

ments, please contact 

Kate Stone in the University 

of Utah Public Relations 

office at 585-9244. 

June, 2007  

Community Forum meetings for 

neighbors of the U and the Univer-

sity community will be held August 

28 and October 23 at 5:00 p.m. 

in Building 540 Arapeen in Re-

search Park. Parking is available 

just west of the building. For more 

information or to be added to or 

deleted from our mailing list, call 

585-9244.  
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preserving the historical value of the site. Unfortunately, because of funding 
or proximity issues, these agencies will not accept management of the kiln. 
In addition, the option of fencing the property exists but presents access 
challenges for those who would like to study the kiln for historical purposes.

Among the suggested solutions to this issue were the following:

	 •  �Involve new police officer who is assigned to the area and is interested 
in knowing what issues exist for neighbors.

	 •  �Give project to urban planning students, the Bennion Center, or U of 
U faculty to determine a solution. This could even be expanded to the 
entire bench area.

	 •  �Organize mobile neighborhood watch groups, trails groups, and the 
Avenues Community Council to patrol the area.

	 •  �Increase Salt Lake Police patrols and University Police patrols of 
the area.

University Facilities will consider these suggestions. Mike Perez feels 
that the issue can be resolved in a mutually beneficial way and thanked 
those in attendance for their suggestions. He will keep members of the 
Community Forum updated with any changes.

University Master Plan 
Michael G. Perez, Associate Vice President, Facilities Management

On May 17, the university hosted a workshop for community members to meet 
Skidmore, Owings & Merril (SOM) and to hear a comprehensive plan for U 
of U construction projects. While Mike felt that the meeting was one of many 
great steps toward more timely and substantive communication with university 
neighbors, a few neighbors felt that the meeting seemed obligatory and that the 
SOM representatives were not listening to neighbors’ concerns. Mike also said 
he felt that the attitude toward the university’s growth was such that there is little 
objection to growth in general as long as it is managed properly. Community 

members agreed but also added that a strict definition of “managed growth” is 
needed in order to be effective. 

Meeting attendees suggested that the SOM representatives or designees 
from the university go to community council meetings to discuss the master 
plan since the workshop conflicted with community council schedules. Mike 
answered that getting to all of the individual meetings is difficult, but he and 
Coralie Alder would organize a Town Hall in which every community council 
would be invited to discuss plans with the consulting group. In the meantime, 
SOM will publish the minutes of the last workshop and the questionnaire 
distributed at the workshop on the Web site, www.ucomm.utah.edu/masterplan, 
which also shows the comprehensive plan as well as future meeting dates and 
times. Prior to the Town Hall meeting, a “get ready” meeting will be held with key 
members of the Community Forum.

Next Community Forum Meeting 
•  August 28
•  Agenda Items:
	 -  Hillside trails update (deferred from this meeting)
	 -  Utilization of Community Forum for specific projects 
	 -  �Results of noise testing from Réal Salt Lake games at  

Rice-Eccles Stadium

For a complete list of projects or more specifics, go to  
http://www.facilities.utah.edu/2007_Project_Updates.pdf, or to  
receive a copy in the mail, please contact Kate Stone at 585-9244.

For a Reference Key of Topics discussed at the 
2006 Community Forum meetings,go to  
http://unews.utah.edu/?action=neighbors or  
contact Kate Stone at 585-9244.
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