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COMMUNITY FORUM MEETING
Museum of Natural History
Kari Astle and Patti Carpenter

NEXT COMMUNITY
FORUM MEETING:

Annual
Public Meeting
Wednesday, Jan. 25, 5 p.m.
V. Randall Turpin University Services
Building, 1795 E. South Campus Drive,
just west of the Jon M. Huntsman Center.
Free parking is available in the lot south of
the building, except for the red meters.

If you have an agenda item, questions
or comments, please contact Teri
Erick in The University of Utah Public
Relations Office at 585-9244.

Community Forum meetings for
neighbors of the U and the University
community are held the fourth
Wednesday of each month (except
November and December) at 5:00
p.m. in Room 241, V. Randall Turpin
University Services Building. For
more information or to be added to or
deleted from our mailing list, call

During the months of November and
December the Utah Museum of Natural
History and Red Butte Garden and Arboretum
will be conducting joint programming sessions
to study the possible building spaces that may
be shared. A joint parking study is nearing
completion. This study analyzed the needs
and patterns of usage of the two institutions to
see if there was some overlap between them
with the potential to reduce the total number
of parking spaces needed. Both of these studies are being done to determine if there can be
a savings of land use as well as a financial savings.
Also ongoing in the Museum’s planning is the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). The
initial public scoping period is complete and
the consultant team is currently undertaking
several studies to determine the environmental
impact of the new building. Those studies
include:
• Vegetation and Wildlife
• Recreation and Trail Use
• Open Space, Visual Quality, and Aesthetics
• Traffic, Transportation & Parking
• Socioeconomics/Cultural & Education
• Air Quality
• Soils, Geological and Seismic Concerns
• Surface and Groundwater Quality and
Management
• Hazardous Materials
• Archaeological, Cultural, Historic, and
Paleontological Resources
• Building/Site Design
A Draft EIS should be complete in late
February with a second public scoping period
to follow.
The Museum has a mailing list of 2,000 who
have been notified of this process. The mailing
is sent to federal, state, and local agencies and
governments with an interest or jurisdiction.
Others included in the mailing:

• Appropriate elected officials – including the
Governor, the Congressional Delegation, the
mayors of Salt Lake City and Salt Lake County
• Tribal interests
• Organizations and interest groups
• Community Councils
• University neighbors
• Museum members
• Environmental organizations – Save Our
Canyons, Sierra Club
• Friends of Red Butte Garden
• Utah Open Lands
• Others
• Research Park tenants
• Red Butte Garden and Arboretum members
• UTA
• Public utilities
• Pipeline companies
• Shoreline Trail – Bonneville Trails Association
• Individuals known to have a potential interest
• All persons, agencies, or organizations that
provided comments and their addresses during
EA scoping
Ongoing planning for the new building will continue. The exhibit design firm (RAA) is currently meeting with working groups comprised of
“experts” from both on and off campus to
develop the content of the exhibits.
Design will continue through Spring of 2007,
with a potential construction completion in Fall
of 2009.
Construction Update
Eric Browning, Facilities Planning
• Old Dormitories: Van Cott and Ballif underwent asbestos abatement. The demolition of Van
Cott is complete and Ballif will be next. The
fencing for demolition surrounds the building.
Parking areas adjacent to the sites will remain
operational. The area will likely be used as temporary parking for the graduation ceremonies in
Spring of 2006. The future of the site is marked
for academic expansion.

585-9244.
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Universe Project and Updates
Michael G. Perez, Associate Vice President, Facilities Management
Mike Perez outlined three projects the university is undertaking that will
affect the campus community and the university’s neighbors. He feels that
key players in the following three projects are working closely together and
will provide information to the campus community and neighbors in a timely
and transparent fashion. Mike is happy that all are also keeping each other
informed through the processes.
Universe Project. This project is a mixed-use development that the university is considering for the west end of the Rice-Eccles Stadium parking lot,
just east of the TRAX station. The U has assembled a committee including
three community members and other university constituents. Officials at the
U feel this may be a great opportunity to enhance the aesthetics of the TRAX
stop while providing unique office, retail, housing, and other types of spaces.
The universe project represents the true nature of a university environment.
It started as a graduate student exercise in the College of Architecture and
Planning. The dean of the college brought it to the attention of the administration, which in turn created a committee. The committee has hired Wikstrom
Economic & Planning Consultants, Inc. to do market analysis to determine
what the area can bear.
The committee meets again in October, at which time Wikstrom will present a package structure for mixed-use development. They will also have a
better understanding of the size of this project and the best focus for the area
(retail, residential, academic, etc). Once the analysis is complete, a request
for proposals (RFP) will go out nationally. Wikstrom feels that this will be an
attractive project for developers.
Brenda Scheer, Dean of the College of Architecture and Planning, has
briefed the mayor and city officials about this project. City Council members
who represent districts adjacent to or near the universe project have been
briefed. Mike expects an RFP to be sent by the end of 2007 or early 2008.
He further expects it will take about three months to entertain the proposals
and determine if a project will materialize. Mike feels the universe project is
well in line with the university’s master plan, which has been given to Wikstrom, especially in consideration of maintaining the TRAX stops.
Campus Master Plan. Mike informed the group that the campus master
plan is generally on schedule, with a small delay coming from summer. The
discovery phase has concluded and Mike has been actively engaged in obtaining input from university stakeholders. Ira Fink and Associates, one of the
two best-known planning and assessment firms in the country, is providing an
exhaustive needs assessment for the university master plan. They have just
completed computer modeling of collected data.
Members of the community are invited to attend the next Community Workshop on October 4, from 6:00 - 8:30 p.m. in Meeting Room C at the University
Guest House. This workshop will provide university neighbors an update and
discussion of the university master plan. The full master plan, updates, and
schedules can be found at http://campusmasterplan.utah.edu/.
Traffic and Transportation. Another topic in the October community
workshop will be growth projections from a traffic consultant for select areas
on campus. The Traffic and Transportation Committee is taking these projections into consideration and is looking at the Foothill corridor and east bench
master plan along with city officials.

Research Park. Charles Evans, director, Research Park, announced that
NPS Pharmaceuticals has recently sold their Research Park building to the
University of Utah. Many existing researchers will relocate to this building and
a number of University Science Technology and Research (USTAR) faculty
will work out of the NPS building until the new USTAR building is constructed.
These researchers will not have a specific home department, as they cover
a wide range of disciplines. Health Sciences will control the NPS building in
the short term. In addition, Idaho Tech has purchased the drilling research lab
and will remodel the building by bringing the height up to that of the existing
tower on the back. Charles does not expect the footprint of the lab to be
increased. ARUP is also looking for a solution to their building needs. Charles
expects they will look to the area south of Huntsman for this. Myriad Genetics
has agreed to use approximately 2.5 acres of the Williams land, which was
approved by the foundation and Williams. This project will start next year.
There will be little impact for most, including that to traffic from the Idaho Tech
building project.
Capital Development. Mike Perez noted that five projects will be submitted to the Board of Regents in September, the Building Board in October and
the State Legislature during their next session. Usually this information is
given to the Community Forum at the January annual meeting. Mike wanted
to inform everyone as soon as possible, however, so that any discussions
or questions can be raised. Of these five proposals, two are state-funded
(School of Business and College of Pharmacy), and three are not state-funded (Red Butte Arboretum and Gardens Visitors’ Center, Northwest Parking
structure, and the University Neuropsychiatric Institute).
1. A proposal to remodel the School of Business was originally approved
for non-state funding, but it has been determined it would be a better value
to demolish the Madsen and Garff Buildings and replace these with a new
structure. The new building would provide additional square footage and
classrooms.
2. The College of Pharmacy project was also approved previously. The
proposal is for a new building south of the existing Skaggs Building. This
building would be used primarily for research and would provide a newer
and better facility.
3. The Red Butte Arboretum and Gardens Visitors’ Center would be increased
by approximately 1,800 SF allowing for administrative staff currently using
a Ft. Douglas structure to relocate to the Red Butte site.
4. A parking structure at the northwest portion of campus. There is a critical
need for venue parking in this district of campus and site options are currently being determined. The campus master plan will assist in determining
the best location for this structure.
5. A University Neuropsychiatric Institute expansion project at Research Park.
This proposal is due to a recent study that found there is a desperate need
in the mental health field for more beds. In addition, the special needs of
neurospsychiatric patients necessitate private rooms. This expansion
would take place on 5.5 acres currently not being used in Research Park.
As more data becomes available for these projects, facilities management
will post them on the web and Mike will update the university’s community
partners at the annual meeting.
Lime Kiln. As validated by university neighbors and law enforcement, the
lime kiln, located at the foothills east of campus, is used by people who either
create debris and/or cause damage to the property. The U has worked with
Salt Lake City Public Works officials, parks representatives, law enforcement, city council representatives, and homeowners to determine the best
way to manage these gatherings at the lime kiln. It was agreed that a phased

Universe Project and Updates
Michael G. Perez, Associate Vice President, Facilities Management
Mike Perez outlined three projects the university is undertaking that will
affect the campus community and the university’s neighbors. He feels that
key players in the following three projects are working closely together and
will provide information to the campus community and neighbors in a timely
and transparent fashion. Mike is happy that all are also keeping each other
informed through the processes.
Universe Project. This project is a mixed-use development that the university is considering for the west end of the Rice-Eccles Stadium parking lot,
just east of the TRAX station. The U has assembled a committee including
three community members and other university constituents. Officials at the
U feel this may be a great opportunity to enhance the aesthetics of the TRAX
stop while providing unique office, retail, housing, and other types of spaces.
The universe project represents the true nature of a university environment.
It started as a graduate student exercise in the College of Architecture and
Planning. The dean of the college brought it to the attention of the administration, which in turn created a committee. The committee has hired Wikstrom
Economic & Planning Consultants, Inc. to do market analysis to determine
what the area can bear.
The committee meets again in October, at which time Wikstrom will present a package structure for mixed-use development. They will also have a
better understanding of the size of this project and the best focus for the area
(retail, residential, academic, etc). Once the analysis is complete, a request
for proposals (RFP) will go out nationally. Wikstrom feels that this will be an
attractive project for developers.
Brenda Scheer, Dean of the College of Architecture and Planning, has
briefed the mayor and city officials about this project. City Council members
who represent districts adjacent to or near the universe project have been
briefed. Mike expects an RFP to be sent by the end of 2007 or early 2008.
He further expects it will take about three months to entertain the proposals
and determine if a project will materialize. Mike feels the universe project is
well in line with the university’s master plan, which has been given to Wikstrom, especially in consideration of maintaining the TRAX stops.
Campus Master Plan. Mike informed the group that the campus master
plan is generally on schedule, with a small delay coming from summer. The
discovery phase has concluded and Mike has been actively engaged in obtaining input from university stakeholders. Ira Fink and Associates, one of the
two best-known planning and assessment firms in the country, is providing an
exhaustive needs assessment for the university master plan. They have just
completed computer modeling of collected data.
Members of the community are invited to attend the next Community Workshop on October 4, from 6:00 - 8:30 p.m. in Meeting Room C at the University
Guest House. This workshop will provide university neighbors an update and
discussion of the university master plan. The full master plan, updates, and
schedules can be found at http://campusmasterplan.utah.edu/.
Traffic and Transportation. Another topic in the October community
workshop will be growth projections from a traffic consultant for select areas
on campus. The Traffic and Transportation Committee is taking these projections into consideration and is looking at the Foothill corridor and east bench
master plan along with city officials.

Research Park. Charles Evans, director, Research Park, announced that
NPS Pharmaceuticals has recently sold their Research Park building to the
University of Utah. Many existing researchers will relocate to this building and
a number of University Science Technology and Research (USTAR) faculty
will work out of the NPS building until the new USTAR building is constructed.
These researchers will not have a specific home department, as they cover
a wide range of disciplines. Health Sciences will control the NPS building in
the short term. In addition, Idaho Tech has purchased the drilling research lab
and will remodel the building by bringing the height up to that of the existing
tower on the back. Charles does not expect the footprint of the lab to be
increased. ARUP is also looking for a solution to their building needs. Charles
expects they will look to the area south of Huntsman for this. Myriad Genetics
has agreed to use approximately 2.5 acres of the Williams land, which was
approved by the foundation and Williams. This project will start next year.
There will be little impact for most, including that to traffic from the Idaho Tech
building project.
Capital Development. Mike Perez noted that five projects will be submitted to the Board of Regents in September, the Building Board in October and
the State Legislature during their next session. Usually this information is
given to the Community Forum at the January annual meeting. Mike wanted
to inform everyone as soon as possible, however, so that any discussions
or questions can be raised. Of these five proposals, two are state-funded
(School of Business and College of Pharmacy), and three are not state-funded (Red Butte Arboretum and Gardens Visitors’ Center, Northwest Parking
structure, and the University Neuropsychiatric Institute).
1. A proposal to remodel the School of Business was originally approved
for non-state funding, but it has been determined it would be a better value
to demolish the Madsen and Garff Buildings and replace these with a new
structure. The new building would provide additional square footage and
classrooms.
2. The College of Pharmacy project was also approved previously. The
proposal is for a new building south of the existing Skaggs Building. This
building would be used primarily for research and would provide a newer
and better facility.
3. The Red Butte Arboretum and Gardens Visitors’ Center would be increased
by approximately 1,800 SF allowing for administrative staff currently using
a Ft. Douglas structure to relocate to the Red Butte site.
4. A parking structure at the northwest portion of campus. There is a critical
need for venue parking in this district of campus and site options are currently being determined. The campus master plan will assist in determining
the best location for this structure.
5. A University Neuropsychiatric Institute expansion project at Research Park.
This proposal is due to a recent study that found there is a desperate need
in the mental health field for more beds. In addition, the special needs of
neurospsychiatric patients necessitate private rooms. This expansion
would take place on 5.5 acres currently not being used in Research Park.
As more data becomes available for these projects, facilities management
will post them on the web and Mike will update the university’s community
partners at the annual meeting.
Lime Kiln. As validated by university neighbors and law enforcement, the
lime kiln, located at the foothills east of campus, is used by people who either
create debris and/or cause damage to the property. The U has worked with
Salt Lake City Public Works officials, parks representatives, law enforcement, city council representatives, and homeowners to determine the best
way to manage these gatherings at the lime kiln. It was agreed that a phased

approach would be undertaken. Work will include (1) installing wrought
iron grates in the inlets where the fires of the kiln were stoked, (2) erecting
a fence topped with barbed wire, which will not be seen from below, so that
people cannot access the concrete deck, and (3) posting signs. In addition,
Salt Lake City Police, University of Utah Police, and the neighbors will

Calendar Highlights
Sep 1 – Mar 31
Cinderella: Masks, Magic, & Mirrors,
U Museum of Fine Arts
Oct 3 			
UMFA Free Admission Day
Oct 6			
Paula Poundstone
Call 581-7100 for tickets
Oct 15 – Dec 31
Bear River: Last Chance to Change
Course,
Museum of Natural History
Sep 28 – Oct 13
Paint Your Wagon,
Pioneer Memorial Theatre
Call 581-6961 for show times and
tickets
Oct 18 – Oct 31
Thriller, Kingsbury Hall
Call 581-7100 for tickets
Oct 8 – Oct 12
U of U Fall Break

Oct 4
The Rocco C. and Marion S.
Siciliano Forum: Considerations on
the Status of the American Society,
U Museum of Fine Arts
Call 587-3556 for more information
Oct 4			
Biology Seminar Series:
“The Biology of Ant Invasions,”
Andrew Suarez,
Skaggs Biology Bldg
Call Ryan at 585-9853 for
information
Oct 3 – Oct 6		
The Diary of Anne Frank,
Babcock Theatre
Call 581-5404 for tickets and
show times
Oct 3 - Oct 7		
Happy End, Studio 115,
Performing Arts Building
Call 581-5404 for tickets and
show times
Oct 5			
Utah Volleyball vs. New Mexico
Oct 6			
Utah Volleyball vs. TCU

For a complete list of projects or more specifics, go to
http://campusmasterplan.utah.edu/, or to receive a copy in the
mail, please contact Kate Stone at 585-9244.

For past newsletters from Community Forum meetings, go to
http://unews.utah.edu/?action=neighbors or contact Kate Stone
at 585-9244.

patrol the area. The U feels these measures will strike a mutually beneficial
solution that will not cause undue burden on any one agency while likewise
causing no adverse effect to the structure.

Oct 12			
Murray Purahia Master Class,
Libby Gardner Concert Hall
Call 581-6762 for details
Oct 12			
Utah Volleyball vs. BYU
Oct 13			
Utah Football vs. San Diego State
Oct 13			
Virtuoso Series: Murray Purahia,
Libby Gardner Concert Hall
Call 581-6762 for information
Oct 15			
Demographics of Aging in Salt Lake
County, Pam Perlich,
HSEB Alumni Hall
Call 585-9542 for information
Oct 18 – Oct 20
Performing Dance Company-Fall
Concert, MCD Hayes Christensen Theater
Call 581-7327 for tickets and show
times
Oct 20			
University of Utah Singers Concert,
Libby Gardner Concert Hall
Call 581-6762 for tickets and show
times.

Oct 24			
Evening of Conscience 2007: Raise
the Roof for Diversity,
Capitol Theater
Call 581-6214 for ticket information
Oct 25 – Oct 26
Utah Philharmonia Halloween
Concert,
Libby Gardner Concert Hall
Call 581-6762 for tickets and show
times.
Oct 25 - Oct 28		
Experiments in Ink,
Performing Arts Building
Call 581-5404 for information
Oct 27			
Middle East Center Workshop:
Trade and Travel Along the Silk Road
Call 581-5003 to register
Oct 27			
Great Salt Lake Book Festival with
Author Janette Turner Hospital,
City Library
Call 581-6214 for information
Oct 30			
Wind Ensemble Concert,
Libby Gardner Concert Hall
Call 581-6762 for information

